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CARLISLE PARKING REVIEW UPDATE

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report has been prepared to provide Members of the Carlisle 
Highways Working Group (“the Working Group”) with an update to the 
Zone Parking Reviews that were commenced 7 years ago to bring all of 
the parking zones up to date and address changes that have occurred 
in parking demand in Carlisle since the zones were initially introduced 
in the 1990s.  

1.2 This report details the work that has taken place to date and provides 
details of further changes that will need to take place over the next 5 
years to ensure that the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) for Carlisle 
effectively meets the demands for the city and the management of 
parking by the County Council as the Traffic Authority.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The management of parking is an essential part of the Council’s duties 
as the Traffic Authority. The County Council as Traffic Authority has a 
legal duty to regularly review Traffic Regulation orders it has made.  In 
considering any implications, members must consider if the proposals 
impact on the Council Plan, including supporting delivery of 
Community Strategy and Council Plan priorities.  Parking management 
can be considered to affect all the priorities listed below: 
 To safeguard children, and ensure that Cumbria is a great place to 

be a child and grow up
 To enable communities to live safely and shape services locally
 To promote health and wellbeing, and tackle poverty
 To protect and enhance Cumbria’s world class environment
 To provide safe and well maintained roads and an effective 

transport network
 To promote sustainable economic growth, and create jobs



 To support older and vulnerable people to live independent and 
healthy lives

 To be a modern and efficient council
2.2 The comprehensive consultation process the County Council follows 

for TROs provides the mechanisms for any Equality Issues to be raised 
and aired.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That the Working Group notes and recommends that the Local 
Committee notes this report.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 In 2013 the Local Committee agreed to carry out a comprehensive review of 
the parking Zones in Carlisle and to set up a Task and Finish Group to 
establish the criteria and methodology that would be used to assess parking 
demand in the City.  This was to determine the level and type of restrictions 
that should be in place to meet those changes in demand that have taken 
place since the zones were originally introduced mostly in the 1990s, and to 
ensure that the restrictions that were in place would, as much as possible 
meet ongoing demand over the next 10 years.

4.2 The review was to cover all the Zones in Carlisle which at the time were 
designated A to J, also to cover parking demand outside the zones.  The 
order in which the Zones were to be considered was dependent on how 
recently zones had been reviewed and recent changes that had taken place 
within the zones that impacted parking demand.  The order that the Zones 
were to be considered was, Zone A, D, C/HC, E, B, F and G combined, H 
and the remaining Carlisle district area.  

4.3 The review of Zone A was completed in 2015. Zone D was completed in 
2018.  Zone C/HC was completed in 2019.  Work is currently ongoing on 
Zone E, which it is anticipated will be complete by the middle of 2021.   The 
reviews of Zones D and C/HC have proved to be much more complex than 
originally envisaged requiring a much longer informal consultation process 
than we would normally carry out.  This has significantly extended the whole 
review process resulting in a much longer programme of work than was 
originally anticipated.

4.4 Work on Zone B will be commenced in the next financial year and is 
anticipated to take 18 months to complete.  The remaining Zones will be 
reviewed consecutively over a likely period of another 3 years.  Whilst we 
can overlap the work on orders, for legal reasons we must complete a TRO 
before we start the statutory process on the next, hence the timescale 
detailed above for delivery of the remaining Zone reviews.

4.5 We also receive demand from various sources such as Developers, safety 
concerns from Members, the Police, Parish Council’s and members of the 
public, structural and road issues.  We aim to incorporate these into one 
annual minor amendments TRO to reduce the number of TROs that need to 
be considered, although this is not always possible when needing to meet 
the timescales of Developers or the urgency of the issue.  



4.6 Appendix 1 to this report provides details of TROs that are proposed over 
the next 3 years.  It does not include any details of TROs that may be 
required as a result of development work within the Carlisle area, although it 
is anticipated there will be a need for these.   They will either be incorporated 
within the annual minor amendments TRO or brought as separate variations 
depending on the urgency or size of the TRO.

4.7 Appendix 2 contains details of proposed speed limit reviews.  Whilst these 
do not directly impact parking as they are contained in a separate TRO and 
are funded from a separate source, they require the same process as other 
TROs and so impact on the workload of the Traffic Team.  This schedule of 
work is relatively small at present as significant review work has recently 
been carried out to ensure that speed limits in villages and hamlets in the 
Carlisle area meet the requirements of Local Transport Note 1/13 which is 
the national standard for setting speed limits.  It should be noted that on 
occasions speed limit changes are also required due to developments.

4.8 Over the last 19 years all the reviews and minor amendment TROs have 
been added as variations to the TRO Consolidation Order that was made in 
2001. This now amounts to around 60 variations.  Consolidation of the 2001 
TRO is now well overdue and will need to be carried out in the very near 
future.  This will be a significant piece of work and while most of it can be 
done in the background it is likely to delay progress of both the reviews and 
minor amendments while we update the TRO to make it more manageable 
in the future.  At present it is not possible to determine what the effect of this 
piece of work is likely to have on the proposed programme detailed in 
Appendix 1, but we will work to ensure that it is kept to a minimum. 
Consolidation of the 2001 TRO and its variations also will require the 
approval of the Local Committee.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 The Working Group may recommend that the Local Committee notes the 
contents of this report

5.2 The Working Group may choose to provide comments on this report. 

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no direct funding implications from this report. Funding for Traffic 
Regulation Order reviews is provided from the Signs Lines and TROs 
element of the Devolved Capital Budget. In the 2020/21 financial year this 
amounted to a value of £50,000 with covers the staff time, cost of 
consultations, advertisement of orders and the physical works required to 
make an order enforceable.



7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no direct legal implications to the recommendations in this report 
as it is for noting only.  However, any subsequent reports to the Working 
Group and/or Local Committee in relation to any TROs which are to be 
progressed will contain the specific legal implications at that time.

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 The County Council has a duty to review TROs on its highway network.  This 
report outlines the current situation with regard to reviews commenced since 
2013 and provides a programme for the completion of this process.

Angela Jones
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure

November 2020

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 – Schedule of proposed Traffic Regulation Orders
Appendix 2 – Schedule of proposed Speed Limit Reviews

Electoral Divisions: All

Executive Decision Yes

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/AHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/AHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.



PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions.

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers.

REPORT AUTHOR

Contact: Kevin Crawley – Traffic Management Team Leader
Tel 07795 827065
E-mail kevin.crawley@cumbria.gov.uk 
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